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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES,  of  the 

/ 

STRICT  of  WELLINGTON  (SALOP)  for  the  YEm  1942 


‘Once  again  the  Ministry  of  Health  lias  required  that  the  Report 
on  the  Health  of  the  District  shall  bo  pr,es^ja4«id~^-nvan  abbreviated 
interim  form.  This  being  so  exhaustive  ^t^tist'-fca  1  -figures 
have  been  avoided  and  such  as  are  giv  on  /i.ero  have  boen'  confined  to 
those  of  a  domestic  nature  and  of  local  IntpfrBstl  :  '.'7' 

In  the  relevant  section  of  this  Report  aN^Trtted'  survey  has  been 
made  of  the  incidence  of  Infoctious  and  ConEa’gOous  Disease.  Here, 
however,  it  may  be  noted  the  comparative  absonce  of  diphtheria 
and  the  steps  taken  by  the  Council  to  combat  the  spread  of  scabies 


and  the  success 
not  bo  regarded 


attending  their  enterprise,  Generally,  this  could 
as  an  epidemic  yoar  for  notifiable  disease. 


Over  the  Country,  gonorally,dospito  War  conditions  and  the 
stringency  of  the  timos,  acute  infoctive  diseases  have  shown 
little  or  no  rise  with  the  exception  of  Corobr o-Spinal  Fovor  - 
a  d.Isoaso  from  which  this  District  sufforod  throe  cases.  It  may 
bo,  however,  that  that  condition  ass ociatod  w i th  t ho  maintenance 
of  the  good  health  of  a  country  -  cloanlincss  -  has  shewn 
some  deterioration.  The  froquoncy  of  Scabios  socms  to  donoto  a 
lack  of  this  and  Scabios  has  boon  much  in  mind  in  tho  past 
twelve  months.  .  .  • 


Turning  to  that  more  chronic  infootivo  condition  Tuberculosis  - 
over  the  Country  there  has  boen 'a  riao  following  a  pre-war 
doc  lino  which  had  boon  continued  from  t ho  end  of  tho  First  War. 

In  somo  measure  to  moot  this  a  systom  of  Mass  Radiography  has  boon 
ovolvod.  To  expedite  tho  examination  of  patients  and  at  the  same 
time  to  bring  within  the  scopo  of  prevontivo  modicino  a  large 
soction  of  adolosconcy  and  young  adults  (the  20-30  ago  group) 
a  system  of  X-ray  photography  has  boon  invented  which  should  bo 
tho  moans  of  bringing  to  light  many  unsu&poctod  cases.  By  this 
system  of  mass  X-ray  examination,  tho  time  should  not  bo  far  distant 
whon  every  adult;  will  be  subjected  to  this  typo  of  examination 
at  tho  period  of  greatost  susceptibility 4  The  relationship  of  this 
disease  to  your  District  is  dealt  with  at  tho  ond  of  tho  Ropcrt. 

To  combat  and  further  provontion  tho  Ministry  of  Health  has" 
made  arrangements  to  deal  with  tho  possible  onsot  and  sproad 
of  Typhus  Fover  -  a  disease  from  which  this  Country  is  now 
complotoly  froo .  Tho  dangor  of  this  gaining  a  foothold  lies 
In  tho  largo  proportion  of  our  population  at  prosont  abroad 
roturning  to  this  Country  and  coupled  with  this  tho  rapid  moans 
for  that  return.  Tho  Continont  has  not  onjoyod  this  fro  adorn 
from  Typhus  and  tho  dangor  is  thoroby  omphaaizod. 


Venereal  Disoaso  has  shown  an  unwolcomod  increaso  in  fre |uoncy 
and  has  boon  much  discussed.  To  further  prevention,  certain 
measures  havo  boon  takon  by  Parliament  to  restrict,  principally 
tho  inf oc tod  fomalo  boing  tho  causo  for  further  spread  and  It 
is  now  possible  to  doal  with  such  causos  compulsorily  -  on 
roport.  Much  diversity  of  opinion  oxists  as  to  tho  relative 
woight  to  bo  givon  to  modical  and  moral  teachings  in  attompting 
to  socuro  eradication. 


Small-Pox,  an  infroquont  and  undosirod  visitor  has  cvidonced 
itsolf  at  periods  in  tho  Yoar.  Scotland  has  boon  mainly 
affoctod  and  only  raro  cases  havo  occurred  on  this  sido  of  tho 
Bordor,  and  no  opidomics  havo  arison. 

A  precautionary  measuro,  new  in  s o  far  as  its  general  applicability 
to  this  Country  has  had  to  bo  takon  in  relationship  to  static 
water  supplios.  Thi3  ono  of  the  protoctivo  woapons  usod 
in  dofenco  of  tho  Country  is  by, reason  of  Its  nature  a  possible 
brooding  ground  for  mosquitoes.  The  stops  to  prevent  this  has  boon 
the  subject  of  a  memorandum  from  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

Preventive  Modicino  has  bocomo  a  State  Controlled  Branch  of 
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Sciunco  and  during  t ho  Yoar  much  conjocturo  and  publicity  has 
boon  givon  to  tho  possibility  of  taking  Modicino  gonorally  under 
this  sarno  control,  in  a  socialisod  form.  Tho  oponing  of  Hoalth 
Contres  to  doal'w  ith  all  disoasos  with  a  t tendant  Doctors  ard 
Specialists  as  roquirod  is  onvisagod,  and  whilo  it  would  appear 
that  somo  form  of  Sorvico  of  this  naturo  will  rosult,  tho  shapo  and 
scopo  has  still  to  bo  agrcod  and  docidod. 

Complomontary  with  tho  abovo,  tho  status  of  those  Servants  of 
Modicino,  Nurses,  has  rocoivod  much  consideration  and  the  rosult- 
ant  has  boGn  the  stabilisation  of  thoir  system  of  working  and 
romun oration. 

In  tho  immediate  neighbourhood  particular  attention  has  boon 
dircctod  to  the  nood  for  a  highor  standard  of  Cleanliness  in 
Milk.  In  this  connoction  preliminary  stops  have  boon  taken  in 
ass  ociation  w  ith  the  local  Agricultural  Collcgo  to  formulate 
a  schomo  for  local  sampling.  It  is  hopod  that  by  this  moans 
it  may  bo  possible  to  oradicato  that  substratum  of  Milk  producers 
who  arc  at  prosont  supplying  a  liquid  of  an  inferior  standard 
of  cloanlincss. 

It  is  ploasing  to  noto  that  as  a  rosultant  of  the  special  car  o 

and  suporvis-ion  of  tho  diot  of  childron,  there  has  boon  no 

advorso  offocts  on  tho  hoalth  and  weight  as  a  rosult  of  the  War. 

Among  the  people  gonorally  bottor  uso  is  being  mado  of  the  moro 

ordinary  foods  in  tho  homo  and  it  has  boon  found  possible  to 

livo  satisfactorily  on  tho  restricted  rations  now  in  force. 

\ 

The  lossoning  of  Nourosis  roportod  ovor  the  Country  has  boon 
ascribed  to  persons  being  moro  occupied  and  busy  and  froo  from 
foar  of  unemployment. 

The  Modical  Officer  of  Hoalth  takes  this  opportuni ty  of  thanking 
tho  Sanitary  Inspectors  for  their  closo  collaboration  in  tho 
work  of  the  Departmont  and  for  their  evor-roady  willingness, 
dospito  tho  many c alls  of  omorgcncy  s crvico ,  to  carry  out  tho 
duties  of  their  Offico.  Grateful  appreciation  must  also  be 
givon  to  tho  Chairman  of  Committoc  for  his  constant  preparedness 
to  r  occivo  and  adopt  advancomonts  in  hygionc  in  tho  Area  and  for 
his  unfailing  courtosy. 


POPULATION  No  changos  of  domestic  int'erost  wore  notod  in  tho 
returns  rocoivod  from  tho  Ministry. 

Cortain  Figures  and  Statistics  Supplied  by  tho  Ministry  of  Hoalth. 


*« 

Male  3 

Foma lo  s 

Livo  Births 

fc  •  • 

206 

204 

Illegitimate 

•  •  • 

6 

9 

Still 

•  •  • 

8 

11 

Deaths 

undor  1  year  of 

ago  17. 

Deaths 

( gonorally) 

•  •  • 

112 

112 

Somo  causos  of  death 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

•  •  • 

6 

Non.  Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis 

6 

Cancer 

•  •  • 

•  *  • 

34 

Corobral  Haonorrhago 

•  •  • 

31 

Hoart  Disoaso 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

43 

Pnoumonia 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

8 

Disoasos  of  Birth 

•  •  • 

15 

There  wore  2  deaths  from  acuto  infectious  (notifiable)  diseaso 
typhoid  fovor  in  oach  caso. 
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'*  b-aCTEKlOLOGICAL  SERVICE  This  continuos  to  be  carriod  out  by  the 
C ounty  Ba b tori 0T0 gist,  Dr.  Rhodes,  at  tho  Royal  Salop  Infirmary  at 
Shrewsbury »  Tho  centralisation  of  this  sorvico  in  that  Hospital 
is  now  comploto  and  tho  whole  works  satisfactorily. 

AMBULANCE  SERVICE  Tho  District  continuos  to  dopond  for  the  ronoval 
of  non-inf octious  pationts  on  t ho  vohiclos  of  neighbouring 
authorities.  With  throo  such  carriages  available  within  roasonablo 
distance,  tho  need  has  in  tho  past  been  ab  lo  to  be  mot.  Nevertheless 
with  the  continued  growth  of  the  urbanisod  part  of  tho  area  it  has 
boon  felt  that  tho  time  has  c  omo  whop,  an  ambulance  should  be  stationed 
in  tho  most  control  of  tho  busior  parts.  With  this  end  in  viovj 
consideration  has  boon  given  to  tho  possibility  of  pooling  tho 
rosourcos  of  tho  North  Eastern  Area  or  providing  an  additional 
now  carriago.  It  is  probable  that  tho  latter  courso  will  be  followed 
and  with  the  ambulanco  stationod  at  Donnington  at  tho  depot  Centro, 
tho  administration  and  control  should  bo  very  convoniont. 

MORTUARY  SERVICE  For  t  his  sorvico,  also,  the  Authority  has  boon 
do  pendent  bn  a  rrangomont  s  mado  with  neighbours  to  provido  the 
requirod  accommodation.  Again  it  has  boon  thought  convoniont  to 
reconstruct  certain  buildings  available  at  tho  Dopot  Centro 
for  this  purpose  and  provisional  a rrangomont s  havo  boon  mado 
to  carry  out  this  work. 

DISINFESTATION  With  the  advant  of  scabios,  this  service  has  boon 
mu c h  r e q uiro d Tho  only  facilities  ovor  a  wide  area  aro  at  the 
Wellington  Institution,  a  Public  Assistance  Contro.  As  this  is 
under  tho  control  of  another  Authority,  the  uso  has  necessitated 
approach  for  permission  which  in  certain  Instances  has  not  boon 
able  to  be  granted.  It  has  boon  felt  that  w'hllo  the  Wellington 
Institution  has  boon  bf  groat  service,  the  Council  would  bo  at 
a  groat  advantago  with  a  plant  under  their  own  control.  Not  only 
would  articles  of  clothing  bo  ablo  to  be  treated  at  w ill,  but  also 
the  transfer  of  furnituro  from  old  to  new  homos  could  at  the  sarno 
contro  havo  cleansing  as  a  routine  stop  in  the  removal. 

Plans  havo  boon  prepared  for  tho  adaptation  of  buildings  at  Donnington 
to  provido  suitable  accommodation  for  a  disinfoctor  and  also  a 
scaled  chambor  for  fumigation  cf  fubnituro.  It  is  felt  that  thorc  Is 
a  call  for  this  sorvico  ovor  a  wider  area  than  that  of  this  Authority 
and  thorc  is  a  possibility  that  other  Aroas  might  be  Inducod 
to  participate,  at  least,  in  the  use  of  tho  Centro. 

A  limitod  numbor  of  complaints  of  bug  infos tati on  in  homes  havo 
been  reportod  and  disinfestation  by  moans  of  propriotory 
fumigants  has  boon  practised. 

•  «  1  - 

Whilo  rats  have  not  boon  a  frequent  cause  for  anxiety  a t  Donnington, 
attention  has  been  drawn  to  thoir  prosonco  in  factorios  and  homes. 

Tho  work  of  extermination  is  carried  out  by  a  rrangomont  with  t  he 
County  Dopartmont  who  provido  an  Officer  skilled  in  t his  work. 

OTHER  SERVICES  It  can  bo  soon  that  many  of  tho  Council’ 3  Sorvicos 
centre  round  tho  now  building  sito  at  Donnington,  and  in  addition 
to  tho  af oromentionod ,  a  Contro  for  Modical  Practiti onors ,  a  War- 
Timo  Nursory  and  a  largo  Firo  Station  have  boon  provided  in  this  part. 

SCAVENGING-  At  tho  beginning  of  the  Yoar  this  Sorvico  functioned 
very  satisfactorily.  Contrary  to  tho  usual  for  tho  season,  weather 
conditions  wore’ favourablo  and  the  rogular  colloction  was  ablo 
to  bo  maintainod.  Lator,  with  the  many  calls  for  sorvico,  some  In 
ass ociat i on  w ith  salvago  colloction,  difficulties  wore  oxporioncod 
and  with  labour  shortago,  tho  breakdown  of  carts  and  the  increasing 
area  to  bo  covered,  strenuous  efforts  had  to  bo  exortod  to 
maintain  colloction.  Stops  have  boon  taken  to  control  this 
essential  sorvico  and  changes  havo  boon  mado  in  tho  housing  of  the 
vehicles  and  in  the  storage  of  petrol  supply. 
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At  intervals  roquosts  hayo  boon  made  to  house -ow nor s  to  pr  ovidG 
sanitary  dust-bins,  but  as  thoso  arc  difficult  to  obtain  this  has 
not  boon  ablo  to  bo  onforcod. 

WATER  SUPPLIES  The  very  considerable  undertaking  in  tho  Donnington 
Area  "has  continued  to  bo  a  main  focus  of  attention  and  effort  . 
to  bring  this,  in  its  ontiro ty , int o  sorvieo  has  boon  ono  of  tho 
primary  considerations  of  tho  Water  Committee.  Work  has  boon 
concontratod  on  the  completion  of  the  rising  main  from  the  now 
boroholo  and  despito  labour  difficulties,  progross  has  boon  mado . 

It  is  confidently  expected  that  this  scheme  will  bo  finishod  and 
in  working  order  early  in  1943.  With  this  station  working  to 
full  capacity,  s omo  50.000  gallons  of  water  every  hour  will  bo 
able  to  be  delivered. 

Water  storage  at  Lilloshall  has  called  for  attention,  tho  reservoir 
having  developed  faults  in  its  walls  with  a  consequent  I033  of 
supply  from  loakago  . 

To  increase  prossuro  in  tho  Trench  and  Hadley  areas  and  to  ir.iprovo 
service,  a  boostor  plant  has  boon  installed'  close  to  tho  boundary 
of  the  Oakongatos  Authority.  It  is  expected  that  tho  full 
benefit  of  this  will  bo  felt  along  the-  whole  system  of  distribution 
in  thoso  parts  when  final  adjustments  have  been  mado  and  experience 
has  boon  gained  in  Jts  uso . 

Continuing  tho  practico  of  co-operation  with  neighbouring  Authorities 
linkago  has  been  established  with  Oakcngatos  in  tho  Donnington 
Aroa  and  by  this  joining  cortain e s tab lishments  and  housos  in  the 
Tronch  Parish  of  this  lattor  Authority  have  bonGfitod  greatly. 

With  a  viow  to  further  extension  front  ho  Donnington  Water  Station, 
consideration  has  boon  given  to  tho  laying  of  a  l0n  main 
running  parallol  with  the  Newport  Wellington  Road  and  passing 
through  the  villagos  of  Prostonand  Horton  to  Loogomory.  From 
thonco  it  would  be  possible  to  continue  to  tho  moro  distant  parts 
of  tho  District.  If  this  project  were  followed,  additional  linkago 
would  be  able  to  be  ostablishod  with  the  aistributory s  ys tom  of 
the  Wellington  Urban  Council  and  their  supply  in  tho  part  would 
be  greatly  improved. 

While  tho  Donnington  Schomo  has  boon  the  Council's  largest  under¬ 
taking,  it  has  by  no  moans  boon  tho  matter'  for  groatost  concern. 

Pride  of  placo  must  bG  given  t o  t he  supply  hnd  distribution  in 
tho  Lawloy  District.  The  water  supply  to  this  and  to  noiQhbouring 
parishos,  both  within  tho  aroa  of  the  Authority  and  on  its 
boundary,  has  for  some  years  been  vory  unsatisfactory  and  has 
given  riso  to  much  concorn.  Throe  Councils  co-oporato  to  sorvo 
tho  part  and  a  satisfactory  sorvieo  providing  anadequato  supply 
of  wator  has  still  to  bo  achiovod.  In  Lawloy  Village,  tho 
supply  coming  from  Dawloy  has  been s  ub jc ctod  to  frequont 
adjustment  in  the  attompt  to  improve  tho  service.  Efforts  have 
boon  made  to  incroaso  prossuro  and  in  addition  consideration 
has  been  given  to  tho  enlarging  of  the  size  of  the  mains 
by  changing  from  2"  to  4”  pipos ,  also  an  improved  laying  of  such 
pipes  has  boon  part  of  tho  schomo  ohvisagod.  The  whole  has 
boon  considered  in  association  with  the  neighbouring  Councils 
concornod.  Dawloy  has  asked  for  provisional  proposals  to  cover 
the  next  twonty  yoars  and,  on  their  part,  Oakongatos  and  Wellington 
Urban  Councils  have  hclpod  in  maintaining  service  by  increasing 
supplies  to  tho  Kg t ley  Area. 

Cortain  ropairs  havo  boon  carried  out  on  this  system  but  thoso  have 
boon  purely  palliativo;  tho  problom  remains  still  to  bo  solved. 

In  the  moro  romoto  rural  parishos  difficulties  havo  arison  from 
timo  to  time  as  in 
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Tibbort on 


-  whore  a  local  supply  has  roquirod  tho 

closest  supervision  on  account  of  unsatisfactory 
r o p or t e  on  s amp ling. 

i 

-  in  tho  oxtonding  of  a  private  pipo  lino  to  a 
neighbouring  o s tab li shmont  of  sorno  importance. 

in  arranging  for  connoction  with  tho  main 

-  sorvico  whan  distanco  from  that  was  considorabb. 


-  whoro  tho  supply  and  distribution  has  for  many 
years  been  poor . 

-  whoro  a  wo  11  supply  has  boon  unable  to  bo 
improved  on  account  of  labour  difficulties. 

/ 

As  far  as  possible,  provision  has  boon  made  to  moot  tho 
requirements  of  war  damage ■ should  it  ariso,  and  in  this  connoction 
mobilo  tanks  have  boon  obtained  and  a  stock  of  pipes  takon  into 
storo.  Public  at tontisn  has  a  ^20  boon  drawn  to  tho  noGd  for  tiro 
carofut  use  and  ocnsnnc-ir.cc  of  allwator  supplios  -  this 
particularly  to  domork  users  „ 

Ovor  tho  wholo  area  samples  have  boon  taken  at  froquont  intorvals 
and  as  an  additional  procautionary  moasuro  tho  Donnington  supply 
is  subjected  ;o  chlorination. 


Over  ley 

Cho  swo  11 
Grange 

Now  Works 


Sloapf  nrd 


SEWAGE  DISPOSAL  While  t'u  disposal  plant  at  Donnington  had  boon 
c  ons  true  ted*  tfc  "moot  normal  civilian  domands  with  a  margin  for 
rosorvo,  this  oasis  for  operation  has  novor  been  allowod  to  bo 
practised.  Concurrent  with  the  preparation  of  tho  Works  adjacont' 
buildings,  newly  constructor.,  have  fed  to  this  Contro  and,  at  times, 
flow  has  boon  boy oncl  tho  capacity  of  the  scheme.  Such  component 
parts  as  the  sludge  lagoons  and  filtor  bods  havo  boon  taxed  beyond 
their  range  and  the  ro~adJus. tmont  from  tho,  overworked  stato  to 
normal  has,  as  in  all  such  cases,  boon  oxtremoly  difficult. 
Auxiliary  lagoons  have  been  built  to  expedite  sludge  drying  and  a 
careful  watch  has  been  kept  on  the  contact  beds.  It  is  obvious, 
however,  that  extensions  must  be  made  and,  happily,  in  this  limited 
area  sufficient  ground  is  still  available  to  meet  this  requirement. 
Steps  have  been  takon  by  the  Engineer  to  put  his  plans  into 
operation  and  it  is  hoped  that  this  additional  w  ork  w  ill  be  started 
in  1943 n 

The  Digestion  Tank,  installed  to  limit  the  area  for  sludge  control 
has  given  rise  to  difficulties  through  gas  leakage  and  it  cannot 
be  said  that,  as  yet,  the  benefits  of  this  process  have  been 
experienced.  Nevertheless,  when  this  chamber  can  be  made  gas 
tight,  the  strain  on  the  sludge  lagoons  should  be  materially- 
reduced. 

Surface  drainage  from  the  roads  serving  new  properties  and  from 
the  environs  presents  another  problem  and  it  will  take  time 
before  the  whole  is  functioning  smoothly  and  efficiently  and 
presenting  this  appearance  to  the  public  eye. 

Through  the  installation  of  a  disposal  w  orks  at  t  he  factory  in  t  he 
vicinity  and  with  this  now  able  to  receive  flow  a  reduction  has 
been  made  in  the  total  passing  through  this  Authority's  plant 
and  has  allowed  the  works  to  keep  within  3one  bounds  of  their 
capacity. 

At  the  other  main  disposal  plants  repairs  have  been  carried  out 
as  required 

At  Horton  Wood  tanks  have  been  cleaned. 

At  Hadley  and  Leegomery,  sludge  pumping  plants  have 

been  repaired  and  re-conditioned. 
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In  addition,  at  Hadley  Sow ago  Works  faulty  land  drainage  has  lad 
to  water  logging  and  the  correction  of  this  has  presented 
considerable  difficulty.  This  difficulty  has  been  increased 
by  labour  shortage  and  while  tentative  suggestions  have  been 
made  for  improvement,  this  work  had  not  been  able  t  o  be  started 
at  the  end  of  the  Year. 

The  more  primitive  schemes  In  the  rural  parishes  have,  from  time 
to  timo,  necessitated  export  supervision  to  overcome  resultant 
nuisances.  At  Allscot t  an  association  of  lard  ploughing w it h 
damage  to  drainago  system  into  which  certain  sowago  flow  passed 
required  joint  action  with  the  County  Authority*  It  Is 
hoped  that  domestic  users  concerned  will  bo  ab lo  to  be  provided 
shortly  with  more  suitable  moans  for  the  disposal  of  their 
household  wasto. 

Complaints  of  land-drain  blockage  havo  not  boon  infrequent  and  on 
investigation  sowago  flow  has  boon  found  t  o  bo  one  of  the  main 
causes  for  complaints  being  raisod.  Rowton,  Edgmond  and  Hadloy  havo 
had  experiences  of  this  naturo . 

During  t he  course  of  the  Yoar  active  construction  of  sewers 
and  the  connection  of  houses  with  those  has  boon  limited,  but 
in  certain  instances  it  has  boon  found  possiblo  to  abolish  privies 
and  give  the  more  modern  c onvonionces .  It  is  hoped  that 
properties,  already  inspoctod,  and  found  looking  in  this  service, 
will  be  able  to  bo  brought  within  the  scope  of  this  schomo  early 
in  the  incoming  yoar. 

HOUSING  In  contrast  to  the  generally  prevailing  conditions,  this 
Authority  continues  to  incroaso  tho  number  of  houses  under  its  control 
Contracts  made  early  in  tho  War  havo  still  been  pursued  and  in 
December  642  houses  had  boon  complotod  in  the  Donnington  District. 

This  number,  although  largo,  foil  bohind  expectations  ard.  every  offort 
has  been  made  to  spood  up  contracts.  A  number  of  those  finished 
houses  has  been  lot  out,  by  arrangement ,  to  furnish  homos  for  personno 
of  emergency  sorvicos,  but  thoso  should  becomo  available  for  civilian 
use  on  tho  return  to  normal  timos. 

Associated  with  the  oroction  and  completion  of  these  642  houses  has 
boon  the  dovolopmont  of  ancillary  domestic  sorvicos  and  of  theso, 
one,  a  series  of  shops  to  moot  tho  rnoro  gonoral  needs  of  the  homos, 
has  been  built  and  s  omo  of  tho  shops  havo  boon  able  to  bo  oponod 
and  trading  from  them  has  bo gun. 

An  addition,  somo  200  houses,  was  considered  nocossary  in  t his  part 
and  approach  was  made  to  tho  Ministry  of  Hoalth  to  sanction  this 

proposal,  but  permission  was  hot  givon.  Again,  it  was  folt  that  on 

a  piece  of  land  adjacent  dovolopmont  for  tho  purposo  of  establishing 
a  limited  number  of  villa  typo  houses  for  occupation  by  porsons 
desiring  a  bettor  class  homo  might  bo  undortakon.  This  project, 
however,  has,  as  yet,  not  boon  ablo  to  bo  passod  boyond  tho  planning 
stage . 

t 

Thoro  is  a  fooling  now  that  beforo  ontoring  on  any  now  contract  at 
the  above  naturo,  it w  ould  bo  woll  to  onvisago  tho  noods  of  this 

District  particularly  as  to  permanent  roquiromonts  and  this  will  bo  a 

guiding  principle  in  futuro  onterpriso. 

As  the  Council  had  at  t hoir  disposal  property,  untenanted,  it  was 
found  convenient  to  arrango  for  tho  Sanitary  Inspector  to  move  into 
this  Aroa  and  so  bo  controd  in  one  of  tho  most  populous  parts  of  t  ho 
District.  In  addition,  tho  largo  increaso  of  property  now  under  tho 
control  of  tho  Authority  nocossitatod  addit ional s uporvisi on  and  a  ■ 
now  departure  was  made  in  tho  a rrangomont  for  tho  appointment  of  a 
Housing  cc  Estates  Manager.  Stops  in  this  direction  had  been  takon 
at  tho  end  of  tho  Year  and  with  tho  now  Officer  rosident  in  the  part 
the  bulk  of  housing  supervision  will  come  undor  his  control. 
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Whilo  tho  Donnington  do vo lopnont  has  ongagod  nuch  of  fcho  tine 
of  your  Off icors,  thcro  has  still  rcnalnod  sufficient  to  givo 
attontion  to  tho  other  part3.  It  can  be  said  that  generally  ovor 
the  whole  area  ropairs  of  an  urgont  nature  have  boonablo  to  bo 
carried  out  satisfactorily.  Thoro  has  boon  a  constant  demand  for 
accomodation,  nuchnoro  than  could  bo  not,  and  instances  of 
ovorcrowding  and  bad  housing  havo  not  boon  inf roquont .  Each 
application  for  now  housing  has  boon  considorod  on  its  nor its  and 
tho  humanitarian  outlook  has  boon  a  guiding  principle. 

An  occasional  approach  has  boon  nado  to  Improvo  houses  undor  tho 
Rural  Workers  Act  Schono  but  gonorally  ro -condit ioning  has  boon  very 
Unit  od . 

✓ 

At  Manner loy  lano  tho  partially  built  housos  havo  still  not  been  ablo 
to  bo  furthored  towards  thoir  complotion. 

It  has  boon  notec^  at  Connittoo  Mootings,  tho  frequont  claims  by  local 
rosidonts  to  common  rights  ovor  footpaths,  usually  associated  with 
thoir  goings  to  and  from  work.  Theso  complaints  havo  gonorally 
arison  as  tho  result  of  onforcod  ploughing  to  moot  war  roquironont s . 
Such  casos  havo  boon  invostigatod  and  a  solution  to  tho  difficulty 
has  usually  boon  ablo  to  bo  rcachod  through  mutual  co-oporat ion 
and  understanding. 

With  tho  local  housing  shortago  making  temporary  accommodation 
almost  impossible  to  be  got,  casos  of  caravan  dwollors  havo  boon 
brought  to  notico  on  occasion.  Thoso  havo  boon  supervisod  and  whoro 
nocossary  such  itinerant  dwollors  havo  boon  required  to  novo  to  moro 
suitable  camping  grounds. 

This  Gouncil  has  concerned  itself  in  that  intinato  and,  for  tho  timo, 
difficult  sorvico,  tho  provision  of  coal  to  tho  homo,  and  through 
thoir  activities  a  bottor  supply  has  boon  ablo  to  bo  providod. 


MEAT  &  FOODS 

Tho  District  continues  to  be  served  from  the  abattoirs  at  Shrewsbury 
and  Newport;  each  supplying  the  parishes  adjacent.  Locally 
attontion  has  been  drawn  from  time  to  time  to  food  of  a  questionable 
quality  and  it  has  beenf  ound  necessary  to  cord  omn  and  confiscate 
in  a  few  instances  -  the  fb  ods  condemned  comprised  bacon,  tinned 
articles,  fruit  and  vegetables. 

MILK  &  DAIRIES 

With  the  staff  available  it  has  not  been  f  Dund  possible  to  givo 
tho  close  supervision  on  dairies  and  cowsheds  that  might  bo  dosirod. 
Nevortho less ,  some  establishments  have  boon  inspected  and  recommenda¬ 
tions  made  for  improvomont. 

To  secure  a  milk  of  a  higher  degree  of  purity,  it  is  hoped  to 
inaugurate  a  system  of  sampling  with  a  view  to  discovering  t  he  chief 
offenders  in  the  production  of  unclean  milk,  but  beyond  preliminary 
conversations  on  this  matter,  no  active  stops  have  as  yot  been  able 
to  be  taken  to  start  this  work. 

FACTORIES  • 

Following  complaints  from  hoighbouring  residents  of  a 

dust  nuisance  penetrating  into  their  homos,  an  inspection  was  carried 
out  on  a  stone  crushing  plant  working  at  Donnington.  It  was*  found 
that  tho  plant  did  not  provido  for  extraction  and  damping  of  this 
dust  residue  and  after  assurances  had  boon  givon  that  this  would 
roceivo  attention,  nothing  furthor  was  heard  of  the  nuisance. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


The  characteristics  of  this  wido-sproad  distrjb  t  have 
been  detailed  before  in  these  Reports  and  apparent  peculiarities 
of  outbreaks  of  notifiable  diseases  become  less  difficult 
of  understanding  when  t  he  returns  of  neighbouring  Authorities  are 
considered  in  conjunction.  In  t his  respect,  the  present  year  had 
been  no  exception  -  outbreaks  have  been  considered  very  problematical 
when  examined  locally,  but  when  looked  at  from  the  broader  scale, 
the  relationship  has  been  at  once  evident. 

Measles  gave  rise  to  about  one  third  of  the  'numbor  of  cases  In 
1941  and  these  wore  almost  entirely  restricted  to  two  small 
communities  situated  rurally.  Woodcoto  accounted  for  some  twenty 
notifications  In  the  Spring  and  thoro  wore  over  fifty  In  the  Waters 
Upton  Parish  in  the  Fall  of  the  Year.  It  can  be  soon  that  the 
remainder  of  the  Aroa  was  very  free  from  this  common  complaint. 
Whooping  Cough  (60  cases)  was  slightly  more  frequent  than  in  the 
previous  yoar .  The  second  and  third  Quarters  wero  the  periods  of 
greatest  incidence  and  here  again  t  ho  more  rural  parts  wore 
attacked. 

There  was  a  sharp  rise  in  the  frequency  of  Scarlet  Fovor,  the  numbor 
almost  doubling  itsolf  -  thoro  wore  31  casos.  The  disoase  was  spread 
vory  widely  over  the  twolvo  months  and  In  the  first  throo  Quarters 
tho  distribution  regionally  was  also  wide  but  again  principally 
among  tho  rural  inhabitants.  In  tho  last  Quarter  there  wero  a  numbor 
of  oases  in  the  Proston  and  Sambrook  Parishos  and  those  were  tire  on3y 
approaches  to  opidomicity.  Tho  presont  mild  form  of  this  disoaao , 
with  its  groatost  danger,  infection  to  others,  coupled  with  tho 
limited  capacity  of  tho  Monkmoor  Fovor  Hospital  to  doalwith  such 
cases,  lod  to  tho  Suporintondont  of  that  Hospital  asking  that  spocial 
care  should  bo  oxorcisod  in  diagnosis  and  selection  of  pationts  for 
hospitalisation.  This  advice  was  passod  to  Local  Modical 
Practit ionors  In  tho  Aroa, 

Diphtheria.  Numbers  wero  almost  constant  -  12,  as  comparod  with  10 
in  tho  provious  yoar.  tho  third  Quarter  accounted  for  almost  all  tho 
infections,  Donnington  giving  riso  to  10.  When  It  is  romomborod  that 
tho  ton  casos  wore  confined  to  a  very  small  number  of  households ,  tho 
Authority  can  again  congratulate  itsolf  on  the  comparative  freedom 
onjoyod.  Much  of  this  satisfactory  stato  can  be  croditod  to  tho 
reaping  of  tho  full  benefits  of  protection  achieved  through w holosalo 
immunisation  among  childron.  This  sorvico  continues  to  bo  given  tho 
groatost  publicity  and  no  effort  is  spared  in  making  tho  local 
pooplo  diphthoria  conscious.  This  protection  is  givon  froo  to  all 
classes  and  clinics  are  arrangod  to  provide  tho  greatest  convenience. 
One  change  in  the  administration  has  boon  mado  In  tho  Yoar  -  this  to 
give  a  more  generalised  sorvice  throughout  tho  County  and  to  stimulate 
such  Authorities  as  had  not  already  shown  sufficient  enterprise  and 
Initiative  in  this  direction.  This  c hango  was  tho  taking  over  control 
of  the  clinical  work  by  tho  County  Hoalth  Department.  By  this  almost 
all  porsons  aro  hew  troatod  by  tho  County  Doctors  but  th  o  statistical 
roturns  aro  still  made  by  t ho  Local  Authorities,  Dospito  the  pionoor 
work  of  this  Authority,  thoy  too  jolnod  in  tho  change. 

At  tho  end  of  tho  year  62.5%  of  childron  undor  fivo  years  and  93.5% 
ovor  that  ago  had  rocoivod  injoctions.  Every  offort  has  been  made 
to  advanco  the  former  group,  as  this  falls  within  the  poriod  of 
groatost  susceptibility.  Health  Visitors,  at  tho  request  of  tbs 
Ministry  of  Hoalth,  aro  dovbting  much  of  thoir  time  to  houso-to- 
houso  visiting  In  the  ondoavour  to  soe  that  no  child  is  missed. 

Pnoumonia  gave  riso  to  17  casos  -  tho  groatost  numbor  occurring  In 
tho  colder  months. 

Dysontry  -  36  oases  -  was  confinod  to  March  and  tho  last  Quarter. 
Doubtlessly  this  disoaso  occurs  more  frequently,  but  of  ton 
oscapos  rooognition. 
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Typhoid  -  Dospito  tho  rural  naturo  of  the  District  and  tho 
dopondonco  on  private  wator  supplies  in  these  parts,  thoro  havo  boon 
only  two  casos  of  this  disoaso;  these  wore  unconnected  and  thoro 
was  a  period-  of  somo  months  botwoon. 

Othor  disoasos  notifiod  wero 


Erysipolas  ...  lo 

Puorporal  pyroxia  8 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  4 
Corobr o-Spinal  Fovor  3 


Scabios  -  Probably  no  District  in  tho  Area  was  moro  harassod  by  tho 
ropoatod  noticos  of  scabios  infection  for  which  very  little  could 
bo  dono  to  amoliorato  and  euro.  After  all  avonuos  had  boon  oxplorod 
in  an  attompt  to  socuro  satisfaction  through  tho  oxisting  provision 
mado  by  tho  County  Authority,  it  was  docidod  that,  to  moot  tho 
domand,  local  facilitios  would  havo  to  be  offorod  to  tho  sufferors. 
This  subjoct  was  taken  up  with  tho  neighbouring  Nowport  Council  who 
had  a  disused  isolation  hospital  in  thoir  Town  and  which  it  soomod 
could  bo  mado  to  servo  tho  roquirod  purposo  on  short  notico. 

Without  much  difficulty,  ana  rrangomont  was  made  and  this  hospital 
was  oponod  for  tho  troatmont  of  Scabios  in  Fobruary.  Tho  response 
to  t he convonionco  offorod  has  boon  considorablo ,  both  from  local 
rosidonts  and  through  tho  diroction  of  tho  Medical  Practitioners  of 
pationts  to  this  Contro. 

With  accommodation  for  both  out ; and  in-patients  for  many  months 
the  hospital  was  completely  full  and  haft  A  waiting  list.  After  a 
period  of  ten  months  some  assessment  could  be  made  and  it  would 
seem  that  not  only  had  scabies  been  able  to  be  treated,  but  also 
there  was  at  the  end  of  the  Year  a  considerable  reduction  in  the 
number  of  new  applicants  and  fewer  cases  were  being  reported. 

The  Nursing  Staff  was  recruited  locally  and  after  preliminary 
training  had  given  a  very  efficient  aid  satisfactory  service. 

This  Centre,  primarily  intended  for  the  use  of  the  two  Authorities, 
above  mentioned,  has  been  able  in  addition  to  serve  the  remaining 
Councils  of  the  North  Eastern  area  and  from  the  number  of  cases  sent 
in  by  these,  it  would  be  difficult  to  imagine  what  would  have  been 
the  position  had  not  the  Centre  been  opened. 

Associated  with  the  above  undertaking  a  local  institution,  working 
under  factory  conditions,  felt  the  necessity  of  providing  facilities 
for  treatment  within  their  environs  *  and  again  the  Local  Council  was 
approached.  A  Centre  was  shortly  afterwards  opened  and  under  the 
control  of  the  Matron  from  Newport  has  done  much  to  eliminate, at 
least  for  the  time,  Scabies  in  this  part. 

Recently  there  has  been  a  general  fall  in  incidence  and  although  it 
is  early  to  prophesy  complete  removal,  this  disease  does  not  give 
rise  now  to  the  same  concern. 

Tuberculosis.  The  numbers  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of  the  Year 
were  as  follows 

Males  Females 

Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary  Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary 

1941  59  54  49  63 

1942  65  58  47  69 

Considering  the  extensive  area,  the  relatively  dense  population 
in  parts  and  the  movement  of  people  in  the  present  times,  it 
cannot  be  .said  that  there  has  been  any  c  hange  of  great 
significance.  The  ratio  of  pulmonary  to  non-pulmonary  disease 
is,  however,  high. 

W. A .M. STEWART, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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9th  August ,  1943 . 
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